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PREFACE

We wish the reader the necessary wisdom and
blessings from our Lord and God.

The publishers
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Chapter one

THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS

When I was a little child, I was made to hang
my stockings on the mantelpiece on Christmas Eve.
When I woke up the next morning, they were filled
with  little  toys,  sweets  and  nuts.  And  next  to  the
fireplace was a colourfully decorated Christmas tree
hung with all kinds of gifts. More gifts for us children
were  spread  out  on  the  floor  below.
Of course, I didn't question what my parents told me
at the time. I believed it and, like most of us, took it
for granted.

Let's  think  about  this.  Very  few  have  ever
asked  themselves  why  they  believe  all  this,  why
they go along with the old customs and where they
come  from.  We  were  just  born  into  a  world  of
customs and traditions, and as we grew older, we
adopted  it  all  without  giving  it  a  second  thought.
How and when did Christmas begin? Is it really the
day of commemoration of the birth of Christ? Was
Jesus born at Christmas time?
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Did the apostles who knew Jesus personally
and were instructed by him celebrate his birthday on
25 December? 

Did they celebrate it at all? 

Why  is  Christmas  also  celebrated  by  non-
Christians, although it is supposed to be the highest
Christian festival? Why?

Why do family members, friends and relatives
exchange gifts with each other at Christmas? Is it
really because the wise men from the East brought
gifts  to  the  Christ  Child?  The  answers  to  these
questions  will  surprise  you.  After  all,  most  people
start from completely wrong ideas when it comes to
the  justification  of  Christmas.  What  are  the  real
facts?

What the reference works say

The word 'Christmas' is derived from the Old
High German 'wihe  nacht'  (wihen ═  heiligen)  and
thus  means 'holy  night'.  Both  Christians  and  non-
Christians  adopted  the  term  from  the  Roman
Catholic  Church,  which  in  turn,  however,  drew  it
neither from the Bible nor from the tradition handed
down by the apostles personally trained by Christ.
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Rather,  the  word  was  only  introduced  into  the
Church by paganism in the fourth century.

Since Christmas was spread all over the world
by  the  Catholic  Church,  it  should  be  the  most
competent  source  of  information.  Let  us  therefore
take  a  look  at  the  Catholic  Encyclopedia,  a  work
published by this church in 1911. Under the heading
'Christmas' we read the following:

"Christmas was not among the festivals of the
early  church  ....  The  first  evidence  of  the  festival
comes from Egypt." And, "Pagan customs that were
timed  around  the  January  calendar  became
Christmas."

Under  the  heading  'Natal  Day'  (birthday)  we
learn that the early Catholic Church Father Origen
professed the following truth: "... no one is named in
Scripture  who celebrated  a  feast  or  gave a  great
banquet  on  his  birthday.  It  is  only  sinners  (like
Pharaoh and Herod) who celebrate greatly the day
on which they were born into this world."

We  find  the  same  statement  in  the
Evangelisches Kirchenlexikon 1959, 3rd volume on
page 1742: "The church of martyrdom rejected such
a birth festival with indignation in view of the pagan
gods' birthday festivals and their cults."
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In the 16th edition of the "Grosser Brockhaus",
we read under the keyword 'Christmas': "The festival
of the birth of Jesus; it only became established in
the fourth century against strong opposition and is
based on the solar year ... In the origin of Christmas,
the  opposition  to  the  pagan  celebrations  of  Sol
Invictus had an effect. On the other hand, December
25, as the day of the winter solstice, was interpreted
to refer to the world light dawning in Christ, and thus
the  symbolism  of  Sol  Invictus  was  transferred  to
Christ."

And what is the Sol Invictus? The 17th edition
of  the  "Grosser  Brockhaus"  says:  "Sol  Invictus
(Latin:  the  unconquered  sun),  name  under  which
Emperor  Aurelian  installed  the  Babylonian  Bel  as
imperial  god  in  274  AD.  His  feast  was  on  25
December."

The  RGG  (Religion  in  Geschichte  und
Gegenwart - Religion in history and the present), 3rd
edition,  writes  on  the  subject  of  Christmas:
"Christmas is the German name for the feast of the
birth of Christ. It is probably of pagan origin ... and
denotes  the consecrated nights  around the winter
solstice ... The celebration of Christmas on Dec. 25
in the church did not begin until the second third of
the  fourth  century.  Until  the  fourth  century,  there
was  strong  opposition  to  it  (Origen,  Arnobius,
Clement Alex, Epiphanius), as it was considered a
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pagan custom to celebrate  the birthdays of  kings.
Nevertheless, the celebration of the birth of Christ
quickly gained acceptance, apparently for dogmatic
reasons.  For  Christmas  as  the  incarnation  of  the
divine Logos was well suited to ward off the Arian
and related heresies. The origin of Christmas lies in
the Church of Rome. The reason why the Roman
bishop chose 25 December to celebrate the birth of
Christ  was probably  that  Emperor  Aurelian (270  -
275) had chosen this day as the Feast of the Sun.
Now  the  victory  of  Christ,  the  true  sun,  over  the
pagan cult was to be proclaimed in this way."

We  summarise:  These  recognised  sources
confirm that  Christmas  was  not  celebrated  during
the  first  centuries.  In  the  fourth  century,  the
celebration found its way into the Catholic Church.
And it was not until the fifth century that the Church
decreed  that  it  should  be  an  official  Christian
festival!
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Jesus was not born on December 25 

Jesus was not born in winter. When the Christ
Child saw the light of day, "... there were shepherds
in  the  same  region  in  the  field  by  the  hurdles,
tending  their  flock  by  night".  (Luke  2,8).  This  was
never possible in Judea in the month of December.
The shepherds always brought their flocks from the
mountain slopes and the fields into the stables by 15
October at the latest, to protect them from the cold
and rainy season that set in after that date. Let us
note that the Bible itself points out in Song of Solomon
2,11 and Ezra 10,9.13 that winter is a rainy season that
does  not  allow for  shepherds  to  stay  in  the  open
field at night. 

 "It was an ancient custom among the Jews of
that  time  to  drive  their  flocks  into  the  fields  and
pastures  about  the  time  of  the  Passover  (early
spring), and to bring them again into the stables at
the  commencement  of  the  first  rains,"  says  the
Commentary of  Adam Clark  (New York,  vol.  5,  p.
370).

In the following,  this authority states:  "During
the grazing season, the shepherds looked after the
flock by day and night. Since the first rain fell at the
beginning  of  the  month  of  Marchesvan,  which
corresponds  roughly  to  our  October  or  November
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(sometimes it begins in October), we can see that
the sheep remained outside throughout the summer.
And since these shepherds had not yet brought their
flocks into the stables, it is a logical conclusion that
October had not yet  begun and that consequently
Christ  was  not  born  on  25  December,  at  a  time
when there were no flocks out in the field. Because
of  this  sound argument,  the assumption  of  Jesus'
birth  in  December  should  be  abandoned.  It  is  a
chronological  fact  that  at  the  time of  Jesus'  birth,
flocks  were  grazing  in  the  field  at  night..."
Commentary  Commentary  ofof Adam Clark  (New York,  v Adam Clark  (New York,  vol.ol. 5,   5,  pp..
370)370)

Any  encyclopaedia  or  indeed  any  other
authority will confirm that Christ was not born on 25
December.  The  Catholic  EncyclopediaCatholic  Encyclopedia openly
admits this fact.

The exact date of Jesus' birth is obviously not
known,  as  all  authorities  admit.  In  chapter  2,
scriptural passages are cited which at least strongly
suggest that the birth took place in early autumn -
probably in September - about six months after the
Passover.  If  God  had  wanted  us  to  celebrate
Christ's  birthday,  he  certainly  would  not  have
withheld the exact date from us so completely.
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How Christmas became ’Christian’

So  how  did  this  pagan  custom come  to  be
Christian?

The New  Schaff-Herzog  Encyclopedia  ofNew  Schaff-Herzog  Encyclopedia  of
Religious  KnowledgeReligious  Knowledge gives  a  clear  explanation  of
this in the article on Christmas: "To what extent the
date of the festival depends on the pagan Brumalia
(25 December),  which follows the Saturnalia (17 -
24 December)  and celebrates the  shortest  day of
the year and the 'new sun' ... cannot be determined
with certainty.  The pagan Saturnalia and Brumalia
were  too  deeply  rooted  in  the  customs  of  the
population  to  have  been  eliminated  by  Christian
influence ...  The pagan festival,  with its hullabaloo
and gaiety, was so popular that Christians were glad
to  have  an  excuse  to  continue  celebrating  it  with
slight  modification  in  spirit  and  form.  Christian
preachers  of  the  West  and  the  Middle  East
protested against the unseemly levity with which the
birthday  was  celebrated,  while  Christians  from
Mesopotamia even accused their Western brethren
of idolatry and sun worship for adopting this pagan
festival into Christianity."

Before the fourth century, Christianity was still
hardly  widespread,  even  in  the  Roman  world.
Although  the  number  of  Christians  was  steadily
increasing, it nevertheless remained relatively small.
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Christians were persecuted by both the government
and  the  pagan  population.  But  from  the  time  of
Emperor Constantine, who professed Christianity in
the fourth  century  and allowed both  Christian and
pagan to be valid, the peoples of the pagan world
began to convert to this popularised Christianity.

In this context,  the adoption of Sunday -  the
day  of  pagan  sun  worship  -  into  Christianity  by
Constantine the Great is also interesting, as is the
influence  of  pagan  Manichaeism,  which  regarded
the  sun  as  the  Son  of  God.  The  latter  gave  the
people  of  the  fourth  century,  who  had  now
converted en masse to 'Christianity',  a justification
for  regarding  the  date  of  that  festival  on  25
December (the birthday of the sun god) as the date
of  the birth  of  the Son of  God.  ((see article  aboutsee article  about
Christimas in theChristimas in the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia) New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia)

So  this  is  how  'Christmas'  came  to  be  an
integral part of life in our western world. Even if we
call it something else, it remains the ancient pagan
festival  of  the  worship  of  the  sun!  The  only
difference is in the name. You can call a hare a lion
as many times as you like, it will still be a hare.

From  the Encyclopaedia  BritannicaEncyclopaedia  Britannica we
additionally  learn:  "Some  Romance  peoples,
probably around the year 354, changed the birthday
from 6 January to  25 December,  which was then
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regarded as the festival of Mithras ... or birthday of
the invincible  sun ...  The  Syrians  and Armenians,
who continued to hold to 6 January, then accused
the Romans (Romans) of sun worship and idolatry,
claiming ... that the festival had been introduced on
25 December by the followers of Cerinthus ..."

The real origin of Christmas 

It  originated  in  ancient  Egypt  in  the  days  of
King  Osiris  and  Queen  Isis  and  their  son  Horus,
about  3000  B.C.  Yes,  its  roots  go  back  to  even
before the Flood.

Many  written  traditions  tell  of  this  man  who
organised the great turning away from God in this
world,  in Egypt,  whose influence reaches down to
the present day.

After the early death of King Osiris, his wife Isis
pursued  the  doctrine  of  the  survival  of  Osiris  in
spiritual  form.  She  claimed  that  a  full-grown
evergreen  tree  sprouted  from  a  dead  tree  stump
overnight, symbolising the new life of the deceased
Osiris. She further claimed that Osiris would visit the
evergreen tree  every year  on the occasion of  the
return  of  his  birthday  and  leave  gifts  there.  The
birthday of King Osiris of Egypt, who was reborn in
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his son Horus, was 25 December. This is also the
actual origin of the Christmas tree.

Through  this  and  other  manipulations  and
intrigues,  Isis  rose  to  become  the  'Queen  of
Heaven', while Osiris became the 'reborn divine son
of heaven' under various names and designations.
Over generations, Osiris, especially among the later
Phoenicians,  then also became the sun god  Baal
through this worship. In this false system, which was
reintroduced in Babylon after the Flood by Nimrod
(  Genesis    10,9.10)  , wurden ’'mother and child' (Isis and
the  reborn  Osiris)  became  the  main  objects  of
worship and adoration. This worship of 'mother and
child' spread across the world, only the names were
different  in  different  countries  and  languages.  In
Asia  it  was  Kybele  and Deoius,  in  Rome Fortuna
and  Jupiter.  Even  in  Greece,  China,  Japan  and
Tibet,  the  counterpart  to  the  'Madonna and  Child'
can be found long before the birth of Christ.

Many people  are  not  a  little  dismayed when
they  hear  about  it  and  learn  the  truth.  Many  are
offended by such a revelation. But God commands
his  servants:  "Shout  confidently,  do  not  stop  at
yourself!  Lift  up  your  voice  like  a  trumpet  and
proclaim to my people their apostasy!"  (I  saiah    58,1.)  
As striking as these facts are, they are clear facts of
history and the Bible!
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The actual origin of the Christmas festival thus
goes back to ancient times. It has been tied into the
organised  apostasy  that  this  seduced  world  has
been  in  for  so  many  centuries. In  Egypt,  25
December was always considered the date of birth
of the husband of Isis (which is the Egyptian name
for  'Queen  of  Heaven').  Through  the  influence  of
Egypt and later the Babylonian system, this famous
birthday was celebrated centuries before the birth of
Christ in much of the world at that time.

The 25th  of  December  is not  the birthday of
Jesus Christ,  the  true  Messiah.  The  apostles  and
the early church did not celebrate Christ's birthday
at  any  time.  The  Bible  does  not  contain  any
commandment  to  celebrate  it.  The  celebration  of
birthdays at all is rather a pagan custom, not at all a
Christian one.

Thus the ancient idolatrous 'mysteries'  of  the
pagan  religions  were  passed  on  under  new
Christian-sounding names.

Advent Wreath, Mistletoe and Yule Log

So  where  does  the  custom  of  attaching
mistletoe come from? Among the pagan peoples of
antiquity, mistletoe was a symbol of the festival of
the winter  solstice  because it  was  consecrated  to
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the  sun  because  of  its  supposed  supernatural
healing power. The pagan custom of kissing under
the mistletoe ushered in the 'Night of Loud Drinking',
a celebration of the 'death of the old sun' as well as
the 'birth of the new sun'  at the winter solstice. In
reality,  mistletoe  is  nothing  more  than  a  plant
parasite. The branches and berries of the holly (Ilex)
were also consecrated to the sun god.

The  Yule  log  is  actually  the  'sun  log'.  Jul
means  'wheel',  a  pagan  symbol  for  the  sun.  Yet
even today, name Christians still refer to this part of
the year as 'holy Jul time'.

Even  the  lighting  of  fires  and  candles  as  a
'Christian' ceremony is merely a continuation of the
pagan custom of encouraging the waning sun god
when  he  has  reached  the  lowest  point  in  the
southern sky.

The 4. 4.  Edition ofEdition of Meyers Konversation-lexikon Meyers Konversation-lexikon
writes: "The custom, which seems to date back to
ancient Celtic times and still exists in England today,
of decorating the house with green mistletoe at Yule
time, and various ceremonies that were once linked
to the burning Yule log throughout northern Europe
as far  as France and the Slavic  countries  (which,
like the branches that were lit and then extinguished
on it, were kept as symbols of life and fertility until
the next  Yule),  indicate  that  the  burning  tree  (the



17

Christmas tree) was originally regarded as a symbol
of the newborn sun and natural power at Christmas.
In Christian times, the same then became a symbol
of  the  newborn  salvation;  hence  the  apple  trees
blossoming  at  Christmas  time  in  Germanic  fairy
tales  (to  commemorate  the  sin  that  entered  the
world through the apple tree and is now redeemed
by the Saviour)."

St. Nicholas and Santa Claus

Saint Nicholas was a Roman Catholic bishop
who lived in the fourth century.  The EncyclopaediaEncyclopaedia
Britannica, 11th edition, volume 19, Britannica, 11th edition, volume 19, pagespages 648-649 648-649,
states the following: "St. Nicholas, bishop of Myra, a
saint  venerated  on  December  6  by  Greeks  and
Romans ... A legend that he secretly presented the
three  daughters  of  a  poor  burgher  with  items  for
their dowry ... is said to have started the custom of
secret gift-giving on St Nicholas' Day (6 December),
as a 'foretaste' of the approach of Christmas Day."
Hence  the  association  of  Christmas  and  St.
Nicholas, Santa Claus.

Throughout  the  year,  parents  punish  their
children  when  they  tell  an  untruth;  but  when
Christmas approaches, it is they themselves who tell
their children lies. Lies about St. Nicholas and Santa
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Claus.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  when many  children
grow up and learn the truth about Santa Claus, they
assume that God is just a similar mythical figure?

Is  it  Christian  to  tell  children  myths  and
falsehoods?  God  says:  "You  shall  not  bear  false
witness!" (  Exodus   20,16)   Sometimes it may seem that
such a thing is harmless,  it  may even seem good
and  right  to  us;  but  God  says:  "To  some  a  way
seems right; but in the end it brings him to death."
(  Proverbs    14,12)   Certainly,  for  many  people  the
Christmas  season  is  the  most  beautiful  and
atmospheric time of the year. But that is precisely
where  the  seduction  lies.  Satan  appeared  as  an
'angel  of  light'  to  seduce.  (2.  Corinthians    11,14  /  
Revelation   12,9)  

As for the most important aspect of the feast -
the Christmas shopping season, the giving of gifts to
one  another  -  some might  think  that  at  least  this
must be quite biblical. Didn't the wise men from the
East bring their gifts to Jesus at his birth?

Is gift-giving at Christmas biblical?

The  following  quotation  comes  from  the
Bibliotheca Sacra, Bibliotheca Sacra, volumevolume 12,  12, pagespages 153-155 153-155: "The
giving  of  gifts  to  one  another  among  friends  is
characteristic  of  the Christmas feast  as well  as of
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the  Saturnalia  and  must  have  been  adopted  by
Christians  from  paganism,  as  is  clear  from  the
admonitory statements of Tertullian".

The fact is that  this deeply rooted custom of
friends and relatives giving each other presents at
Christmas time has nothing to do with the birth of
Christ. It does not celebrate Christ's birthday or do
anything else to honour him. Let us assume that it is
the birthday of someone we are fond of. We would
like to please this person on his birthday. Would we
then go and buy lavish gifts for others? Would we
give gifts to all our loved ones and our friends, and
vice versa, but completely neglect to give a gift to
the one who is the sole focus of this birthday? That
would be rather absurd, wouldn't it?

But that is exactly what is being done all over
the world. People honour a day that is not Christ's
birthday by saving up every coin to buy gifts, which
are then practically just  exchanged among friends
and relatives.  But  from my  own experience  I  can
confirm, and I am sure most pastors and preachers
can too,  that  as December  approaches  almost  all
professing Christians forget  to give gifts  for Christ
and the spread of the Gospel.

Let us now examine what the Bible has to say
about  the gifts  of  the wise men from the east.  In
Matthew    2,1-11   reports:  "When  Jesus  was  born  in
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Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold,  there  came  wise  men  from  the  east  to
Jerusalem,  saying:  Where is the newborn King of
the Jews? ... and went into the house, and found the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down and
worshipped  him,  and  opened their  treasures,  and
gave him gold, and frankincense, and myrrh."

Note  that  the  wise  men  from the  East  were
looking for Jesus as the newborn King of the Jews.
Why  did  they  offer  him  gifts?  To  celebrate  his
birthday?  Not  at  all!  They  came  several  days  or
even weeks after his birth. 

Gifts for a King

But why did they do this? On this we read in
the Commentary von Adam Clark,  Commentary von Adam Clark,  volumevolume 5,   5,  pagepage
46  46  verseverse 11 11 (They  brought  gifts.)  "Among  the
peoples of the East one never approaches kings or
persons  of  high  rank  without  bringing  a  gift.  This
custom is often mentioned in the Old Testament ..." 

To this end, it is quite clear that they were not
introducing a new Christian custom - the exchange
of gifts among friends in honour of Christ's birthday.
So the wise men were merely following the ancient
Eastern custom of offering gifts to a king when one
confronts him. They went before him as the King of
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the Jews in person. According to their custom, they
brought gifts,  just as the Queen of Sheba brought
gifts to Solomon. After all, it is still customary today
to  bring a  gift  when  being received by  a  head of
state.

A tribute to Christ?

One argument is: "If the exact date of Jesus'
birth is unknown, why shouldn't we set some date to
celebrate  his  birthday  every year? The  answer  to
this  is  given  by  the  already  quoted  CatholicCatholic
EncyclopaediaEncyclopaedia:  "Only  sinners,  but  not  saints,
celebrate  their  birthdays." The  celebration  of
birthdays does not come from the Christian world,
but from the pagan world.

But  the  most  common  argument  is  this:  "All
right,  Christmas may have originally been a pagan
custom; but we celebrate it today not as a sun cult
and to honour a false god, but as a festival of love
and  reconciliation  as  a  day  of  remembrance  for
Jesus Christ."

God tells us: "Take heed that  you do not let
yourself be tempted to follow them (the pagans) ...
and that you do not ask about their gods and say,
'How have these peoples served their gods? In like
manner will I also do it! So you shall not serve the
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Lord your God, for they have done to their gods all
that is an abomination to the Lord and that He hates
..." (  Deuteronomy   12,30.31 + 13.5)  

God makes it  unmistakably clear to us in his
Word, the Bible, that he does not accept this kind of
worship, even if it is meant for his glory. (Joshua 24,15
/   Matthew   6,24)   For it does not honour him, but pagan
idols. God does not want us to serve him according
to our own discretion. Jesus said: "God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth". (John 4,24) 

So  what  is  truth?  God's  Word,  the  Holy
Scripture, is the truth  (John 17,17) and it is written in
the  Scriptures  that  God  does  not  accept  worship
clothed in the garb of pagan customs and forms of
worship!

On another occasion Jesus states: "In vain do
they serve me, because they teach such doctrines
as  are  nothing  but  the  commandments  of  men".
(Matthew  15,9) Celebrating  Christmas  is  a  human
tradition, but God's commandments forbid it.

Millions  of  people  are  doing  just  that,
disobeying  the  commandment  of  God.  God
commands with regard to the use of pagan customs
for His glory: "So shall you not serve the Lord your
God!"  (  Deuteronomy 12,4.31 and Exodus 23,23  )   But most
people today do not attach any importance to this
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divine commandment but follow the commandments
of human tradition and celebrate Christmas.

We say we are Christian nations, but we are in
Babylon, as the Bible prophesied - and we do not
know it. "Come out of her, my people, that you be
not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  you  receive
nothing of her plagues" - which will soon befall us."
(  Revelation   18,4)   This is a clear warning to us.
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Chapter two

JESUS' BIRTH

LEGEND AND REALITY

Was Jesus born in December? If not: in which
month then? And in which year? Is the exact date of
any importance at all?

Visit to Bethlehem

Every December, thousands of tourists flock to
the  small  town of  Bethlehem in  the  mountains  of
Judea  south  of  Jerusalem  to  take  part  in  the
Christmas  celebrations.  Some  walk  the  ten
kilometres  from  Jerusalem.  Silent,  devout  crowds
throng the 'manger square' in front of the venerable
Church  of  the  Nativity,  built  on  the  site  where,
according to tradition, Jesus was born.

Some  of  these  tourists  come  to  Israel  ill-
prepared.  They  have  not  read  their  travel  guide
thoroughly enough. When they get off the plane, a
nasty surprise awaits them.
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From November to the beginning of March it's
winter  in  Israel!  It  gets  cold,  especially  at  night.
Often it even rains or snows. And many a visitor has
only thin summer clothes in his luggage, expecting
that it is always hot and dry in the Middle East. Then
they have to rush to Tel Aviv or Jerusalem to buy a
coat and jumper for the pilgrimage to Bethlehem.

Hardly anyone who stands at the manger on
25 December realises what  this  climate  means in
connection with the birth of Christ, whether they are
dressed warmly or too thinly.

The Bible  says:  "On the day of  Christ's  birth
there were shepherds in the same region in the field
by the hurdles, tending their flock by night." (Luke 2,8)
The shepherds spent the night outdoors, tending the
flock at night. What can we learn from this?

Ask any biblical scholar, any Israeli today: This
could never have happened in Judea in December -
not even from November or the end of October!

Then, as now, the shepherds drove their flocks
home from the  open pastures into  the  stables  by
mid-October at the latest,  in order to protect them
from the cold, rainy weather that  usually came by
then.  The Bible  also makes it  clear  that  winter  in
Palestine is rainy. (Ezra 10,9.13;   Song of Solomon   2,11)  
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So they  had not  yet  driven the  herds home.
The cold rainy season could not yet have begun.

So we can conclude from this Luke passage
alone that Jesus must have been born before mid-
October - at a time when the weather in Bethlehem
was still  summer or autumn. The date of  birth '25
December' is wrong!

Further proof

According  to Luke  1,24-38 the  Virgin  Mary
miraculously conceived  Jesus at  a time when her
cousin Elizabeth was already six months pregnant,
pregnant  with  the  later  John  the  Baptist,  the
forerunner of Jesus. Jesus would therefore have to
have been born six months after John.

If we could determine the time of John's birth,
we would only need to add six months to arrive at
the date of Jesus' birth.

Does the Bible give any information about the
time of John's birth?

Yes - and here's what it is: Elizabeth's husband
Zechariah  was  a  temple  priest  in  Jerusalem.  He
belonged to the order of Abijah. (Luke 1,5) In the days
of  King  David  of  Israel  (10th  century  B.C.),  the
number of priests had increased to such an extent
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that they had to be divided into 24 orders or service
groups,  who  took  turns  in  performing  the  priestly
service.  (1.Chronicles  24) Each  group  served  for  a
week,  from  weekly  Sabbath  to  weekly  Sabbath.
(2.Chronicles 23,8) Order Abija was the eighth service
group. (1.Chronicles 24,10)

The  Talmud  (the  great  Jewish  legal  code)
states that the first order of service was in the first
week  of  the  first  month  according  to  the  Hebrew
calendar. This month (called Abib or Nisan) begins
in  the  northern  hemisphere  at  the  beginning  of
spring.

The second order served in the second week.
In  the  third  week  -  which  includes  the  annual
Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread - all
24 orders served together, according to the special
requirements  of  the  festive  season.  In  the  fourth
week, the third order took over the service and so
on.

For the eighth order -  the order of Abijah, to
which Zechariah belonged - the time of  service is
therefore  the  ninth  week.  However,  Zechariah's
order remained in the temple for one more week: in
the tenth week - the week of Pentecost - again all
orders served together.

In  these  two  weeks  -  shortly  before  the
beginning  of  spring  -  the  archangel  Gabriel
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announced  that  Zechariah's  wife  would  soon
become pregnant.  (Luke 1,8-20) When the two-week
period  of  his  ministry  was  over,  Zechariah  and
Elizabeth  went  home,  and  Elizabeth  became
pregnant  (Luke 1,23-24) – sometime in late June or
early July.

The  rest  is  a  calculation  based on biological
circumstances. Elizabeth's sixth month of pregnancy
would  have  been  in  December,  her  birth  three
months later,  at the end of  March or beginning of
April  of  the  following  year.  Jesus  was  born  six
months later, in late September or early October -
before the sheep were driven home from the fields,
as  we  have  seen!  Jesus  was  clearly  not  born  in
December.

Late September to early October was also the
time of year when, according to custom, taxes were
paid - in autumn, after the harvest had been brought
in. Joseph and Mary, as the reader will remember,
had gone to Bethlehem to be "assessed" (that is, to
have their taxes recorded). (Luke 2, 3-5)

The fact that there was "no room in the hostel"
(Luke 2,7) is also a reference to harvest time. During
this  time,  in  autumn,  crowds  of  Jews  flocked  to
Jerusalem and neighbouring towns because of the
annual autumn festival that took place around this
time, so that all the lodgings were occupied.
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Is Jesus born „B.C."?

An even more frequent question that readers
ask us is the year of Jesus' birth. Hardly any other
issue is the subject of so many misunderstandings.

At  the  beginning,  the  basic  question:  Can
Christ have been born in a year 'before Christ', as
most  experts  think?  Isn't  that  a  contradiction  in
terms?

To answer this question, we need to know that
the  turn  of  time,  according  to  which  we  reckon
'before'  and  'after'  Christ,  was  only  introduced
hundreds of  years after  Jesus'  birth,  by  an Italian
monk named Dionysius Exiguus (6th century).

This Dionysius was mistaken about the reign of
Herod the Great, King of Judea. He placed the birth
of Jesus in December of the year 753 AUC (ab urbe
condita - 'since the foundation of the city of Rome').
Ancient  chronologies  often  took  the  foundation  of
Rome as their starting point.

Thus, in the new system of Dionysius, January
753 AUC became January of the year 1 AD (anno
Domini - 'in the year of the Lord'). Jesus' birthday
was henceforth considered to be 25 December, one
week before 1 January of the year 1 AD. This in turn
means that Dionysius assumed that Jesus was born
on 25 December.
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Error discovered later

It  was  later  discovered  that  Dionysius  had
miscalculated  the  reign  of  Herod  and  thus  the
beginning of the Christian era. Jesus was born a few
years earlier than Dionysius had thought. But now
the new calendar was already in general  use and
nothing could be changed! It has remained in use in
most of the world until today.

Taking these facts into account,  we can now
begin to determine the year of Jesus' birth. There
are several ways to do this.

First, let us consider a prophecy from the Book
of Daniel:

"Know therefore and take heed, that from the
time that the word went forth that Jerusalem would
be  rebuilt  until  the  coming  of  an  anointed  one,  a
prince, it is seven weeks; and sixty-two weeks ...".
(Daniel. 9,25)

The order or commission to rebuild Jerusalem
was issued in the seventh year of the reign of the
Persian king Artaxerxes I (Ezra 7,8) – according to the
autumn-to-autumn reckoning of the Jews in the year
457 B.C. The archangel Gabriel told Daniel that 69
prophetic weeks would pass from that time until the
public appearance of the Messiah.
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69 weeks equals 483 days (69 times 7). A 'day'
in  prophetic  fulfilment  is  actually  a  year  long.
(  Numbers   14,34;   Ezekiel   4,6)   

483 prophetic days (69 prophetic weeks) are
therefore 483 years.

Again, a simple arithmetical example: If we add
four hundred and eighty-three years from the year
457 B.C. (the year of the command), we arrive at
the  year  27  A.D.  -  the  year  when  Jesus,  the
Anointed  One,  the  Messiah,  began  his  public
ministry. (You have to add 1 to compensate for the
fact that there is no year 0).

Further:  It  is  generally  assumed  that  Jesus'
public  ministry  began  in  the  autumn  of  the  year,
immediately  after  his  baptism.  His  ministry  lasted
three and a half  years and ended in the spring at
Passover time. In Luke 3,23 we learn that Jesus was
'about  thirty  years  old'  when he  began his  public
ministry. If he was thirty years old in the autumn of
the year 27 AD, then he must have been born in the
late summer or early autumn of the year 4 BC. (As I
said, there is no such thing as a year 0).

So it is clear from Daniel's prophecy that Jesus
was born in 4 B.C. But there is more evidence.
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The Lunar Eclipse of Herod

Bible experts know that Jesus was born before
the death of  Herod the Great.  (Matth.2,15.19) When
did Herod die?

Flavius  Josephus,  the  Jewish  historian  from
the  first  century  after  Christ,  tells  us  in  his  work
Jewish AntiquitiesJewish Antiquities, book XVII, chapter vi, book XVII, chapter vi of a lunar
eclipse towards the end of Herod's reign. In front of
me, as I write my manuscript, is the Standard workStandard work
byby Kudlek/Mickler Solar and Lunar Eclipses of the Kudlek/Mickler Solar and Lunar Eclipses of the
Ancient  Near  EastAncient  Near  East.  Its  tables  show that  the  lunar
eclipse in question took place on 13 March of the
year 4 B.C.

Josephus further reports that Herod - suffering
from a painful  and disgusting disease -  went over
the  Jordan  some  time  after  the  lunar  eclipse  to
bathe in hot springs. The cure was unsuccessful, his
suffering worsened, and he returned to Jericho. In a
furious  frenzy  he  plotted  the  death  of  many
prominent Jews and even gave orders to kill his own
son Antipater. All these events took several months.

Furthermore Josephus  ((chapterchapter ix) ix),  reports
that Herod died shortly before a Passover in spring.
It must have been the Passover 13 months after the
lunar eclipse, i.e. the Passover in April of the year 3
B.C. This confirms our previously calculated date of
birth for Christ: 4 B.C.
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Further  confirmation:  According  to Josephus
(XVII,  viii,  1)(XVII,  viii,  1) Herod  reigned  37  years  from  his
appointment as king until his death. His appointment
as king by the Romans took place in 40 B.C - a fact
that  Dionysius  overlooked.  Herod  therefore  died
towards the end of the year 4 B.C. - more precisely,
according to Jewish tradition, on the seventh day of
the lunar month of  Kislev in the Hebrew calendar
(corresponding  to  November-December  in  the
Roman  calendar),  shortly  after  Jesus'  birth  in  the
early autumn of the year 4 B.C.

The „Star of Bethlehem“

At this point it is necessary to say something
about the famous "Star of Bethlehem" (Matth.2) which
the wise men (Greek Magi) saw in the Orient and
which led them from Jerusalem to Bethlehem.

Scholars have tried to use this mysterious 'star'
to  determine  the  date  of  Jesus'  birth  through
astronomical  calculations.  A  question  that  has
occupied theologians and astronomers for centuries.

There are dozens of  theories about what the
'star'  was  and  when it  appeared.  Some believe  it
was  a  comet,  others  a  nova  (an  exploding  star),
others  a  conjunction  of  two  or  more  planets.  (A
conjunction  occurs  when  celestial  bodies  whose
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orbits cross each other, as seen from Earth, happen
to pass through the place of intersection at the same
time and briefly  merge into  one point).  The dates
given are mostly between 7 B.C. and 2 B.C.

Only:  Astronomical  explanations  are  simply
insufficient  here.  For  those  who  believe  that  the
Bible is the Word of God and must be taken at its
word, there can only be one explanation for the star
in Matthew's Gospel: It was undoubtedly a miracle,
an apparition of supernatural and not natural origin.

What  natural  celestial  phenomenon  -  comet,
meteor,  exploding  fixed  star,  planet  -  could  'pass'
before the wise men and then remain precisely as a
marker over a particular house? (Matthew 2,9-11) And
was  the  star  a  natural  phenomenon,  why  did  it
appear  and  catch  the  eye  of  the  wise  men,  but
apparently not the rest of the people?

It is quite possible that it was simply an angel
sent to guide the wise men to Jesus: 'star' is often
used in the Bible as a symbol for angels.  (  Job   38,7;  
Jude 13;   Revelation   1,20   ...  )  

In the name of Jesus?

We have seen the proof that Jesus was born in
early autumn and not in winter. But some will now
ask: isn't  the date unimportant? Doesn't  it  depend
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on the thought? What is wrong with setting a day -
any day - on which to celebrate Jesus' birthday?

Every  December,  with  beautiful  recurrence,
articles appear in the press pointing to the pagan
origins of today's Christmas customs. All the experts
agree  that  our  present  Christmas  customs  -
Christmas tree, mistletoe, Yule log, presents, etc. -
were all  common centuries before Christ's  birth in
pagan religions. None of them is of Christian origin.

For  the  Romans,  25 December  was the  last
day  ('Brumalia')  of  the  popular  Saturnalia  festival,
which was celebrated for a week in honour of the
god Saturn. It was the 'Day of the Invincible Sun' - a
winter solstice festival.

A 'Christmas festival' was not celebrated in the
early Church. It was not until the middle of the fourth
century that Pope Julius I introduced it by decree.
He  wanted  to  give  the  pagan  feast  day  of  25
December a 'Christian' veneer.

But  again,  some will  ask:  what's  wrong  with
adopting ancient customs and using them to honour
Jesus?  Can  we  not  continue  to  celebrate  on  25
December as long as we do it in Jesus' name?

Can pagan customs be 'Christianised'  in  this
way?
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More  than  34  centuries  ago,  the  rebellious
children  of  Israel  made themselves  an idol  in  the
desert,  the golden calf.  (Exodus  32) It  was the god
Apis, the sacred Egyptian bull  deity to whom they
prayed in Memphis on the Nile. Aaron declared the
pagan  Egyptian  rites  with  which  the  Israelites
worshipped the calf to be 'a feast of the Lord'. (Verse
5)

Did God feel honoured? Did he agree to pagan
customs being incorporated in his honour?

Absolutely  not!  It  was  a  great  sin  and  three
thousand people paid for it  with their  lives!  (Verses
21.28) They  had  given  themselves  over  to  the
mistaken belief that what they were doing was right.

We are forbidden to worship God with customs
borrowed from other religions. (Deuteronomy 12,29-31)
"You shall not accept the worship of the Gentiles,"
God declares. (Jeremiah 10,2)

A   true  Christian  does  not  compromise  with  
paganism. Paganism, whether "in Jesus' name" or
not,  remains  paganism!  Christianity  mixed  with
paganism  is  simply  no  longer  Christianity.
Righteousness  has  nothing  to  do  with
unrighteousness.  (2.  Corinthians  6,14) God will  never
accept this kind of misguided worship.
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If  God  had  wanted  us  to  celebrate  Christ's
birthday, he would have given us the exact date and
detailed regulations for the birthday celebration. But
he  didn't!  Christmas  is  a  human  invention  and
rooted in paganism.



38

Chapter three

SO YOU DON'T CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS?

So  you've  decided  it's  time  to  make  some
changes.  You  and  your  family  are  not  going  to
celebrate Christmas this year!

Well, that's not so easy, is it? Christmas has
become such an integral part of most people's lives
that not celebrating it  can mean a big  change; no
more Christmas mail; what will  the relatives think?
No relatives meeting for Christmas dinner, no festive
decorations, no Christmas candles, no Santa Claus.
They will try to avoid the office Christmas party. You
will also do well to put it in writing to the school that
you  do  not  want  your  son  to  be  an  angel  in  the
Christmas nativity play. No fir tree!

I  remember  the  first  time  we  didn't  have  a
Christmas tree. It was always an eye-catcher in our
house. We shed many a drop of sweat to decorate it
beautifully and then to place it at our front window
where it was clearly visible to everyone. A shining
sparkling Christmas tree was a status symbol in our
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street. And ours was, in my estimation, one of the
most beautiful and impressive.

But  let's  read  the  Bible  where  God  makes
some  very  aptly  remarks  about  decorated  trees.
Check it out for yourself in  Jeremiah 10,3-4. God tells
us that it is a void pagan custom - a clear case of
worshipping Christ in vain. 

Well  then,  no  more  Christmas  tree!  But  we
missed that tree very much, even though we knew
we had done the right thing. The neighbours all had
one, it  could be seen glowing and glittering in the
window. But our window remained dark.

We missed  it so much that we cheated a bit.
We  decorated  the  window  very  nicely  with  some
things - no, not a tree, - but it looked much friendlier
now. And we held a Christmas dinner. We just didn't
call it that. It was just a "family celebration".

But we felt guilty about it, because we knew we
had made a compromise. The fact was that the old
way  seemed  so  pleasant  to  us.  But  without  a
Christmas  tree  and  all  the  other  attributes  of
Christmas, Christmas was just not Christmas as we
knew it.

Jesus Christ knew that  such situations would
arise. He explained to his disciples that they would
indeed miss some things of the old way of life and
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that,  despite  the  truth  he  had  taught  them,  they
would look back longingly from time to time.

Jesus wants to teach us an important lesson in
Luk  e   5,36-39  : "No one tears a rag from a new dress
and patches it on an old dress. Otherwise you tear
the new one and the rag from the new one doesn't
fit on the old one."

Every  seamstress  understands  this,  because
new, not yet washed material cannot be used as a
patch for old, worn clothing. If this material shrinks
during washing, it tears the old garment even worse
than before.

The following second analogy of Jesus is not
so  easy  to  understand  for  us  people  of  the  20th
century:  "And  no  man  putteth  new  wine  into  old
wineskins; lest the new wine break the wineskins,
and be spilled, and the wineskins perish.  But new
wine shall be put into new wineskins."

In  New Testament  times,  glass  bottles  were
very rare, so wine was often transported in animal
skins,  usually  those  of  goats.  They  made  a  tear-
proof airtight and watertight container, but they had
to  be  handled  carefully.  Young  wine,  whose
fermentation  (maturation)  was  not  yet  complete,
expanded  the  skins  by  releasing  gas.  New
wineskins  were  still  pliable  and  thus  allowed  for
expansion.  But  old,  already  used  hoses  had  lost
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their  elasticity  and  would  have  burst  in  this  case.
They  would  have  become unusable  and the  wine
would have been lost.

But why does Jesus tell this? Jesus is using a
familiar  situation  to  illustrate  an  aspect  of  the
Christian life.

Withdrawal symptoms

When  someone  begins  to  understand  the
teachings of the Bible, it is a totally new experience,
completely different from what was known before; it
is similar to young wine or a new piece of clothing
that has not yet been worn.

What most of us do now is try to make this new
truth  fit  in  with  our  old  way  of  life.  This  is  only
natural, because on the one hand it is very difficult
to change and on the other  hand no one likes to
admit that they have done wrong. The old way of life
is familiar and comfortable, and we want to keep as
much of it as possible.

How is it with you? Memories probably come to
you of Easter morning services, All Saints' Day and
those wonderful candlelit Christmas dinners down in
the old church. The truth is devastating to outdated
religious  ideas  and  preconceived  notions  of  right
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and  wrong.  It  changes  comfortable  beliefs  and
challenges things you have done all your life.

This  new  way  -  even  when  it  is  right  -
sometimes seems like an unwelcome intruder  and
you find yourself resenting it.

Jesus warned: "And no one who drinks of the
old wine wants new, for he says, 'The old is milder'."
(Luk  e   5,39)  

It is not surprising that so many people prefer -
even when they have realised the truth - to continue
to  cling  to  their  old  beliefs.  Or  they  behave  in  a
similar way to how my family behaved when we half-
accepted  the  truth  with  a  kind  of  'non-Christmas
Christmas'.

We  did  not  enjoy  our  'non-Christmas
Christmas'. You will never enjoy it either when you
know that you have compromised with the truth. We
had then tried to put our 'young wine'  into the old
bottle  (better  perhaps:  into  the  old  tube)  and  we
spoiled everything.

Only one way is possible

When you begin to realise what it means to be
a true Christian, then you also realise that positive
action is needed on your part. You cannot go both
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ways,  you cannot  keep  the  customs of  this  world
and  at  the  same  time  expect  the  blessings  of
tomorrow's world.

"But why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not
do what I tell you?" preaches Jesus unequivocally.
(Luke 6,46) He expects absolute devotion from us. He
requires us to come out of the Babylon of confusion
that  characterises  so  many  religions  today.
(  Revelation   14,8 +18,1-4)  

Thus,  the  exciting  realisation  of  new  truths
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  responsibility  for  the
execution  of  unpleasant  decisions.  Do  not
compromise! God's will is not to take away anything
that  is  good.  His  way of  life  is  filled  with  exciting
experiences that have purpose and goal, in contrast
to the empty and meaningless, and at the same time
often very elaborate and costly, rituals of the past.

As you take the decisive step and follow God's
way of life, you will also begin to miss the 'old wine'
less and less. You will recognise it for what it is: a
cheap counterfeit of the precious truth.

God shows you the way to free yourself from
all this. Instead of looking back at the deceitful ways
of this world, you will begin to wait impatiently for the
opportunity to help bring the truth to others in the
world of tomorrow.


